Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 
scientists from Russia concerning the charter of Russian research vessels and their use by US projects during the Japan Sea work.
IMPACT/APPLICATION
The applications of the work conducted during past year will be seen in 1999. It would be impossible for the US to carry out any work inside the Russian EEZ without a great deal of advance preparation. However, many of the most important scientific problems that will be studied during the Japan Sea DRI can only be done inside the Russian EEZ. For this reason, close cooperation with Russia is necessary, and the Project Office is the vehicle for maintaining this cooperation.
TRANSITIONS
None yet.
RELATED PROJECTS
A number of other investigators are also working on the Japan Sea project. I have worked most closely with Prof. Lynne Talley of Scripps, who will be chief scientist on several Japan Sea hydrography/tracer cruises and is also working closely with the Russians to insure that this work is successful.
